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Inves�ng more in RD&I as a strategic move for Europe's 
future prosperity 
Open leter to Iliana Ivanova, European Commissioner for Innova�on, 
Research, Culture, Educa�on and Youth 

Dear Commissioner Ivanova, 

Our organisa�ons, the European University Associa�on (EUA), the European Associa�on of Research 
and Technology Organisa�ons (EARTO), and Science Europe, represent key research and innova�on 
actors in Europe. With the design of the next EU R&I Framework Programme (FP10) on the horizon, 
we stress the crucial role that EU research and innova�on investments play in addressing global 
challenges, boos�ng the EU's global compe��veness, and reinforcing its strategic autonomy. In this 
context, ensuring a strong and sustainable budget for FP10 is a necessary step towards realising these 
ambi�ous goals. 

Europe is confronted with mul�faceted and interdependent challenges such as climate change, health 
crises, and rising geopoli�cal tensions. At the same �me, the global research, development and 
innova�on (RD&I) landscape is becoming increasingly compe��ve. While the EU’s RD&I investments 
have intensified over the past two decades, a no�ceable gap persists when compared to its main global 
counterparts, par�cularly the United States and China.  

In order to address these challenges effec�vely, ensuring strong and sustainable research and 
innova�on investments in Europe is of paramount importance. As called for by the Members of the 
European Parliament Chris�an Ehler and Maria da Graça Carvalho, increasing the budget for FP10 to 
€200 billion is especially cri�cal to enable Europe to find solu�ons to pressing societal challenges. An 
increased budget will not only bolster collabora�ve RD&I efforts across member states and leverage 
private investments. It will also enhance the use of shared resources, exper�se, and infrastructures to 
address challenges that are increasingly transna�onal in nature and exceed the capabili�es of 
individual countries.  

Beyond increasing the budget for FP10, it is important to address a number of pressing issues. This 
notably includes the instability of the Framework Programme budget and budget shi�s to non-RD&I 
purposes, which con�nue to threaten the role of the programme in strengthening societal and 
economic impact and put at risk the long-term planning of ambi�ous RD&I policies and other sectorial 
policies it supports.  

Consequently, we highlight the need to ring-fence the programme’s budget to safeguard it from yearly 
discussions in the context of the MFF nego�a�ons and shi�s between the different programme 
components and EU priori�es. In addi�on, introducing any new priority to the programme should be 
accompanied by addi�onal financial resources. These measures will ensure greater stability of the 
programme budget and keep the programme atrac�ve to its par�cipants. In parallel, a degree of 
budget flexibility should be maintained to address unforeseen crises. However, achieving this flexibility 
will require crea�ng a larger budgetary envelope for RD&I within the MFF and collec�ng unused 
pockets of EU financing, rather than re-distribu�ng the exis�ng budget. 
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Addi�onally, it is important to rebalance the support provided to various stages of the RD&I 
con�nuum, including botom-up basic research, applied research, development, and innova�on. 
These are not isolated ac�vi�es, but rather parts of a con�nuous, interconnected process. Only with a 
well-balanced mix can Europe effec�vely address global societal and industrial challenges and respond 
to emerging crises. 

Furthermore, we stress the need to ensure greater synergies with other EU programmes – as well as 
with na�onal and regional RD&I investments –- to leverage the impact of the Framework Programme. 
While vast, untapped poten�al lies in strengthening synergies, their implementa�on is yet to be 
achieved due to several challenges, notably including the growing complexity of the EU funding 
landscape. 

Finally, we emphasise that while increasing the budget of the Framework Programme remains a 
priority, ensuring sufficient na�onal investments in RD&I, by mee�ng the agreed target of 3% of GDP, 
is key to genera�ng solu�ons to address global challenges and fostering Europe’s compe��veness, 
including by leveraging private investments. It is therefore crucial to counter the increasing lack of 
commitment to RD&I spending from some EU member states and the trend to subs�tute na�onal 
RD&I investments with EU RD&I funds. 

In this context, we believe that a well-funded and strategically designed Framework Programme is 
pivotal for boos�ng Europe’s compe��veness, fostering excellent pan-European RD&I collabora�on, 
and achieving overarching EU policy objec�ves.  

We are eager to con�nue our previously successful collabora�on with the European Commission in 
shaping the next Framework Programme through the exper�se of our sectors. It is only through 
collabora�ve efforts that we can achieve the ambi�ous goals set for the programme for the benefit of 
our shared future. 

Sincerely yours, 

Josep M. Garrell 
EUA President 

 

An� Vasara  
EARTO President 
 

Mari Sundli Tveit 
Science Europe President 
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